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The Parable of the Talents
Art Workshop:  Creation Station - Talent Bags
Written for DeSoto Presbyterian Church, “Parable of the Five Talents, Mustard Seed & Yeast.”  Adapted 
for Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in 2008, updated in 2012 by Beth Tobin. 

Bible Text: Matthew 25:14-30

Memory Verse: I Peter 4:10 
NIV

“Each one should use 
whatever gifts they have 
received to serve others....” 

Purpose:  
To teach the children that God 
gives each person talents/abilities and that these talents should be used to 
benefit the body of Christ.

Objectives for the Rotation:
At the end of the rotation, the students will

• Understand that God has given each of us gifts and talents according to our 
abilities.

• Discover what some of those gifts and talents are and use them to help and 
serve others.

• Understand what “steward” means - given responsibility over something.  
Faithful managers of what we’ve been given.

• Describe at least one talent of their own.
• Begin to understand that when we use our gifts and talents, they multiply 

and grow.  When we don’t use them, we loose them.
• Learn the memory verse.  1 Peter 4:10
• Be able to find this story in the Bible.  Matthew 25:14-30

Materials:

• Bibles
• Newsprint
• Burlap (available at many 

landscaping supply stores)
• Circle templates for bags and for 

money

• Plastic needles, yarn or narrow 
ribbon

• Scissors, Markers, Card stock
• Sample of the craft
• Memory verse 

sheets   
• Faith Journal Sheets
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Teacher Preparation in Advance:
• Read “Background Information – The Good Stewards”.
• Read and familiarize yourself with the scripture: The Parable of the Talents 

(Matt 25:14-30) and The Mustard Seed (Matt 13:31-32).
• Watch the Bible study video found on our website:  www.GloriaDeiKids.org
• You may wish to make a sample of the craft ahead of time.

Lesson:
Welcome the children to the Creation Station Art Workshop.  Be sure to introduce 
yourself and anyone who is new.  While you wait for all the children to arrive, 
have the children work on their memory verse by reading it, writing it or drawing 
pictures to help them remember it.  If this is not the first Sunday of the rotation, 
ask the children how they used their talents during the week.

Explain we will be learning about the Parable of the Talents as we make our very 
own Talent Bag, but first we will find the story in the Bible.  Ask students what 
they know about parables or explain that a parable is a story told by Jesus using 
everyday examples to help us understand the story more easily.  Parables are 
found in the New Testament, in the four Gospels.  The Parable of the Talents is 
found in Matthew 25:14-30.  Help students find the story.  Demonstrate or have a 
child demonstrate how to split the Bible in the middle and then split the back half 
again to land in one of the four gospels.  Have them say the names of the four 
gospels in order:  “Matthew, Mark, Luke” and John,” to help them navigate to 
Matthew, and then look for large numbers for chapters and small numbers for 
verses.  

Read the scripture - Ask for a volunteer to read or tell the story of the Parable of 
the Talents, Matthew 25:14-30.  Talk about the story and what a talent is. The 
story is an interesting one because “talent” has two meanings.  (Be sure you read 
“Background Information – The Good Stewards).  In Jesus’ time a talent was a 
valuable sum of money. Today talent refers to a special ability that a person has.  

Ask the children why they think the third servant got in trouble.  Accept answers.  
What is a “steward”?  It means - given responsibility over something.  Faithful 
managers of what we’ve been given.  A steward is someone who manages things  
that are not theirs.  They know that the things they are managing (money, 
property, possessions) are not theirs but that it is their duty to manage it well.  A 
park ranger is an example of a steward.  They often live at the park and are 
responsible for taking care of and improving the park but the park doesn’t belong 
to them.  

Ask the children if they can think of other examples of stewards. If they need 
help, suggest people like:  Congressmen and Senators; museum curators, etc.

Explain that Jesus is telling us that we should not waste the talents and gifts that 
God has given us.  The gifts we have been given belong to God, and we are 
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stewards of what he has given us:  our time, our talents and our treasures.  God 
wants us to be good stewards and use the gifts he has given each of us.

On newsprint make a list of different talents that people can have.  Have the 
children help with the list.  If they have trouble you can prompt them with some of 
the following:

Sports, listening, problem solving, math, writing, cooking, raising money, 
singing, acting, making people laugh, making things, telling stories, caring 
for people, caring for pets, organizing things, smiling at someone, 
cheering someone up, Christmas caroling to homebound members etc..

You can keep the list going even when they are working on the craft.  If someone 
thinks of another talent, it can be added to the list.  Please label the list with the 
grade level and tape it up in the Sunday school space.

The Craft:
Tell the children they are going to make a bag to fill with “talents”.

Hand out pieces of burlap, the large stencil circles, scissors and markers. Have 
the children draw around the circle on the burlap and cut out the circles.  

Next hand out the next smaller circle to the children.  They should center it on the 
burlap circle and draw around it. This will make their sewing line.

Hand out the needles and yarn/ribbon. The children can measure the yarn 
around the outside of the circle, add about 4 inches and cut.  Weave the yarn in 
and out of the burlap along the sewing line.  After it has been sewn all the way 
around, pull the ends of the yarn to create the pouch.

Next hand out the card stock and money stencils. Have the children cut “coins” 
out of paper.  Once they have 3 or 4 coins, tell them to sit and think for a while 
about the talents that they possess.  After they have thought of a few, have them 
write these talents on the coins and put them in the bag.

Reflection:
Hand out the Faith Journal Sheets:  (Please have children put their name on their 
paper.)

Tell the children that these talents aren’t any good to anyone if they don’t use 
them.  Read the title on their paper “How I use my talents”. 

Tell them that they need a plan of how they will use these talents to witness to 
others, benefit the church and/or love God and their neighbors.  Remind the 
children that God does not expect things beyond anyone’s own ability. (The 
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master gave each according to his ability.) God does not expect them to change 
the world, just to do the best they can.  Tell them to write down some ideas of 
how they could do this.  

If they have trouble prompt them with suggestions like:
• Art – make cards, or gifts for the sick or elderly/home bound members
• Music/Acting – play, sing, act in a skit or church program
• Sports – let other children see good sportsmanship, forgiveness, etc in how 

you play
• Math – tutor others so they can excel too
• Cooking – help with Wednesday night meals at church
• Earning money – donating to the church or to the poor

If there is time, the older children can share with each other some of their ideas.
Have them clip their plans inside their Faith Journal or in their “Bag of Talents” to 
take home.

Closing Prayer: 
“Dear God, We have so many talents and abilities. Guide us this week as we use 
our talents to help others and teach them about you. In Jesus' name we pray, 
Amen.”

Shepherds will lead children to Closing Time.

Thank you so much for teaching and working with our children!!  What a great 
example of sharing your gifts and talents with others!
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